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Blackcats,

Our district’s call to action is to equip all BCISD learners to pursue their limitless 
futures in an ever-changing, global society. The men and women joining the ranks 
of our Distinguished Alumni have realized those futures.

They’ve broken new ground in science, in medicine, in athletics and in public ser-
vice. They’ve fought for the rights of others, they’ve dedicated their time to chari-
ty and causes and they’ve fought for our nation. Despite the wide variety of their 
achievements, they all have one thing in common: they started out right here in Bay 
City, Texas. 

I am so proud to welcome the 2020 Distinguished Alumni Class. We hope that you 
will join us in recognizing their accomplishments. 

Sincerely,
Dr. Marshall Scott III
Superintendent of Schools, Bay City ISD



Distinguished Alumni Awards Program
Purpose of the BCISD Distinguished Alumni Awards Program:
To recognize and honor all former graduates of the Bay City Independent School District (BCHS 
and Hilliard HS) whose achievements, strengths of character and citizenship serve as models to 
inspire and challenge today’s students. 

Goal 1: To honor BCISD graduates who have distinguished themselves, and in doing so, brought 
honor and/or positive recognition to our school district and community.

Goal 2: To bring positive attention and publicity to the quality of BCISD by highlighting suc-
cessful graduates.

Eligibility for awards

1. The Distinguished Alumni Award shall be open to any alumnus who graduated from Bay City 
High School or Hilliard High School and is at least thirty-five (35) years of age at the time of 
nomination. Awards for alumni will be given for achievement in various fields of service includ-
ing, but not limited to, the fine or performing arts, business, education, entertainment, law, 
medicine, military, philanthropy, politics, public service, religion, scholarship and science.

2. Awards may be given posthumously and, in such instances, there shall be no age require-
ment.

3. No current member of the Awards Committee shall be eligible for an award. 

4. Current employees, or present Board Members of the district, are not eligible for consider-
ation. Former students, teachers, administrators, and trustees who are BCISD graduates are 
eligible, but all employees do not become eligible until they are former employees. 

Nomination forms are available online at www.bcblackcats.net at the Communication De-
partment subsite, Bay City ISD Administration, or by email at gmcgalliard@baycityisd.org, or 

phone at 979-401-1083. 

Read more about the program at our website, www.bcblackcats.net. 



Penelope Lynn Grebe 
Bergeron

BCHS Class of 2002

High School:
Four-year class president, National Honor Society, 
Four-year varsity tennis player, Tennis captain, Student 
Council vice president, Girls Interact vice president, 
DECA president, Aristocat member

Career/Professional:
Owner, Sego Lily Counseling, directing group therapy 
sessions for teens with Type 1 diabetes
Amber Creek Counseling 
Children’s Justice Center
Provo Canyon School

Activities/Service:
While in high school, began program to teach kids to 
swim at Hilliard Pool
President of Girls’ Youth Group at The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Teacher in Adult Women’s Group
Facilitated group therapy at the Children’s Justice Cen-
ter for victims of abuse

Robert George Burlingame
BCHS Class of 1976

I am so grateful for the time I spent at Bay City High 
School.  I learned so many valuable lessons from the 
teacher and faculty there.  I was also influenced by 
members of the community who helped me achieve my 
goals.  My parents and family were always big support-
ers of me and encouraged me to do my best. 
For 2 summers I lifeguarded at Hilliard Pool and 
worked with Reverend Mayfield.  We had wonderful 
discussions about life, racism, and equality.  I started to 
see the world through a different lens.  These experienc-
es helped guide me towards my career path.
After graduation, I attended Brigham Young University 
and received my Bachelor’s in psychology and Master’s 
of Social Work.  After graduation, I worked as a mental 
health therapist at a residential treatment facility for 
teenagers.  While my children were young, I worked 
part-time at the Children’s Justice Center facilitating 
groups for children who had been abused. 
Currently, I own a private practice, Sego Lily Counsel-
ing, and have 6 therapists in 2 different locations.  We 
primarily work with children and teenagers struggling 
with depression, anxiety, suicidal ideation, self-harm 
behaviors, and victims of sexual abuse. I love what I do 
and am passionate about helping other people.  I know 
my life experiences from teachers, community mentors 
and my family helped me to develop a passion to help 
those around me. Thank you for this award.

Career/Professional:
Board certified ophthalmologist
Private practice in Sherman, TX for 29 years
Owner, North Travis Ambulatory Surgery Center 1997-
2011
Chief of Surgery, Columbia Medical Center 1988-1989
Chief of Ethics Committee, Columbia Medical Center 
1996-1997
Chief of Staff, Columbia Medical Center 1996-1997
Board of Directors, Heritage Park Surgical Hospital 
2011-2014

Activities/Service
Served as cataract surgeon on several mission trips, 
including the Northwest Haiti Christian Mission, the 
Africa Mercy Ship and another trip to Togo
Avid hunter and fisher
Helped disabled Cherokee Nation teenager hunt bull elk 

Our brother, Bob, even as a kid pursued all of his hob-
bies with a passion: growing a cactus garden, raising 
quail, hunting and fishing. 
In Sherman, TX in 1987 with his wife, Lisa, and two 
toddlers, Drew and Rachel, Bob worked hard to build 
his ophthalmology practice into a thriving one. Those 
two toddlers? Both graduated with honors from 



Wheaton College some years ago and are now happily 
married with their own babies. But a successful practice 
and successful children aren’t behind our nomination. 
During his 29+ years as an eye surgeon, one of his 
biggest passions has been to help his fellow man. He has 
repeatedly devoted time, money and effort to lighten 
the loads of others. How do we know this? Mostly from 
stories shared by his office staff, but also accidentally. 
For instance, several years ago, a story in the Chero-
kee Phoenix popped up about Bob’s efforts in helping 
a disabled Cherokee Nation teenager bag a bull elk on 
his ranch. Had I not stumbled upon the story, I’m sure I 
would still be unaware of his efforts to on behalf of this 
young man because Bob never mentioned it at family 
gatherings.
Claire Brice, his office manager, shared she would never 
forget her first year as his administrator. It was Christ-
mas and Bob told her to call every patient who had been 
struggling to pay their past due accounts and tell them, 
“Merry Christmas: your balance with us is clear.” 
More recently, Bob has worked on the Africa Mercy 
Ship, restoring vision through cataract surgery to blind 
children. He said that giving vision to infants and chil-
dren who would otherwise be blind has been one of the 
greatest privileges of his life.

--Loreta Peebles, Mr. Burlingame’s sister

Mark Dennard
BCHS Class of 1974

High School:
All-District football and baseball in 1972-73
Texas High School All-Star Football, 1973
Oil Bowl participant, 1974

Career/Professional:
Honorable Mention All-American, 1977
Southwest Conference All-Decade Team, 1970s
Senior Bowl participant
Texas A&M Football Hall of Fame, 2008
Voted to Texas A&M Top 100 players

Nine-year NFL career
NFL All-Rookie Team, 1979
Super Bowl XVII participant
Owner/Operator of Wings N’ More Restaurants
Voted best wings in Houston and College Station for the 
past 20-plus years
33 years of restaurant industry experience

Activities/Service
Creator of the Brazos Valley Celebrity Golf Classic in 1988
Has provided more than $500K worth of support to the 
Boys and Girls Club and other College Station area chari-
ties
You know, looking back, growing up in Bay City in the 60s 
and 70s was really a terrific time. A small country town 
where knew everybody by their first name. Where rodeos, 
rice festivals, and punt pass and kick contests were events 
we all looked forward to annually. However, the biggest 
event going back in the 60s and 70s was Friday Night 
Blackcat Football. I can remember those days when I was 
in the fifth and sixth grade going to school on Fridays 
and buying those blue and gold “Beat Buttons.” Walking 
down the neighborhood street to the stadium with family 
and friends and seeing footballs in the air, and that Notre 
Dame fight song playing...if that couldn’t get a kid my age 
fired up, nothing could.
My four years at BCHS are full of fond memories. Wheth-
er it was in the classroom or on a football or baseball field, 
they were four fabulous years. As far as football is con-
cerned, I was very fortunate to have played for a coach 
like Charlie Spano. He was so instrumental in my devel-
opment as a player, as well as a person. He was my coach 
and mentor and in the end was a big reason why I was 
able to attend Texas A&M on a football scholarship upon 
high school graduation. He was truly a man I loved and 
will never forget. My family was very supportive and in-
fluential as well. My parents were involved in all our ac-
tivities and my older brother and sister certainly looked 
after their younger brother. 
Upon leaving Bay City after graduation in 1974, I was very 
fortunate to go on a journey for the next 13 years to play 
football at the collegiate and professional level. During 
that period I played with and for so many great players 
and coaches at both levels. Many achieved All-American 
and Hall of Fame status and those that are still with us 
today are still very special friends of mine. Head coach-
es Charlie Spano and Emory Ballard, as well as position 
coaches Dan Lagrasta and John Sandusky, were so influ-
ential in my life’s journey and I’ll never forget those rela-
tionships.
In 1987 I began a new career in the private sector. I opened 
Wings N More restaurants and have been operating them 
now for 33 years. Here too I have been surrounded with 
good people, men and women who have been with my 
operation for 25-plus years. I have been very fortunate. I 
thank God for all the luck and fortune I have experienced 
along the way. Now that the Bay City Blackcats are back 
in the saddle with Warren Trahan at the reins I can get 
excited to follow Friday night football!



Shone Gipson
BCHS Class of 1994

High School:
Track and Field Athlete, 1990-1994
Student Athletic Trainer, 1990-1994

Career/Professional:
NFL Head Athletic Trainer, New Orleans Saints
Spent 15 years as athletic trainer with the Buffalo Bills, 
and was head trainer for final two years
Assistant Athletic Trainer, Texas A&M
Student Athletic Trainer, University of Houston
Graduate Assistant Athletic Trainer, Stephen F. Austin 
State University 
Two-time recipient of the NFL Athletic Training Staff of 
the Year Award
1998 Professional Football Athletic Trainers Society Eth-
nic Minority Scholarship recipient

Activities/Service:
Started the Shone D. Gipson Endowed Scholarship at the 
University of Houston

This distinguished alumni award from Bay City ISD is 
such an honor and something I am truly humbled by. It 
means so much to be honored by the school district that 
has given me such a solid foundation and has enabled me 
to accomplish so many things in my life, especially today 
on my birthday. I left Bay City a lot wiser in ways I had 
not imagined. It wasn’t just a diploma, it was an experi-
ence. I learned how to deal with people, I learned to listen 
better, I learned to communicate better, and I found my 
purpose - helping not only athletes, but people.
I’d like to thank my family, specifically my late parents, 
Sandra Brown and Donald Bratcher. The work ethic they 
instilled in me and the support they gave me is something 
I will forever be grateful for. I’d also like to thank the 
faculty of the school district who helped me successfully 
graduate from the district, especially Sherby Wilkerson, 

Bennett Johnson, Linda Smith, Jim Walker, Dennis 
Moe, Eddie Nelson, David Jones, Dick Walton, Senori-
ta Martinez and last, but not least, Connie Cornman. 
Connie Cornman changed my life as a student and as 
a professional. She pushed me and forced me to think 
big and work hard. She did not play favorites and 
prepared me for a higher level of education. She is the 
epitome of the school district and community. Quote 
from Junior Biology, “Education is one thing that no 
one will ever be able to take away from you Mr. Gip-
son.” I never forgot that and I want her to know she is 
a true role model.
Finally, I’d like to close with a quote from a leader 
who clearly recognized that words matter to young 
people and had multiple careers - serving as Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and then Secretary of 
State - General Colin Powell.
“If you are going to achieve excellence in big things, 
you develop the habit in little matters. Excellence is 
not an exception, it is a prevailing attitude.”

Nate McDonald
BCHS Class of 1973



High School:
Basketball letterman

Career/Professional:
Four-year basketball letterman at Howard Payne Univer-
sity
Matagorda County Judge, 2006-present
McDonald Equipment Company manager for nearly 
three decades
Invited guest and speaker at many worldwide confer-
ences, including the International Atomic Energy Agency 
in Vienna
Chairman of the Houston-Galveston Area Council

Activities/Service:
Bay City Rotary Club President
Bay City Lions Club President
Bay City Jaycees Vice President
Ski Patroller at Ski Apache, New Mexico, participating in 
more than 10 life-saving rescues
Co-Founder, N. Neil McDonald Foundation
Lifelong member and official at First United Methodist 
Church
Chaired task force to bring Wharton County Junior Col-
lege branch to Bay City
Special Achievement Award from the U.S. Nuclear Infra-
structure Council

On October 13, 1955, Nathan N. McDonald was born 
as the first child of J.N. McDonald, Jr. and Barbara 
McLeod McDonald, in Matagorda General Hospital. At 
five, he was enrolled in the Peden School and was chosen 
King of the May Fete at the end of his first year of school. 
He attended Pierce Elementary for his second grade 
studies, where Mrs. Fromen was his teacher and also 
where he started a lifelong friendship with its principal, 
Mrs. Lawson. Many years later, he was asked to speak 
at Mrs. Lawson’s 100th birthday celebration and was 
honored to do so.
He then attended Tenie Holmes Elementary School for 
grades three through six, where his fourth grade teach-
er, Kathleen Stronzier, stirred his interest in history and 
vocally supported and encouraged his participation 
in athletics. That same year he met Blackcats basket-
ball coach Bernard Graham, who over the next six 
years taught him the fundamentals of basketball, and 
prepared him to be a varsity athlete at Bay City High 
School. 
He then moved to Bay City Junior High for his seventh 
and eighth grade years and on to Bay City High School 
where he graduated in 1973. During his sophomore year 
he had the good fortune to be taught by the Chair of the 
English Department, Thelma Fountain. Mrs. Fountain 
helped him understand that he was a student athlete, in 
that order, and that his ability to navigate the English 
language would carry him much further than his athlet-
ic prowess. She was certainly right! 

At the beginning of his senior year a new varsity bas-
ketball coach was hired for the boys at BCHS. His name 
was Eddie Nelson and through Nate’s burning desire 
to be a college athlete and Coach Nelson’s prowess as 
a coach and mentor, he became that college level bas-
ketball player that senior year and accepted a five year 
full scholarship to Howard Payne University (HPU) in 
Brownwood, Texas.
He spent the next five years at HPU, red shirting his first 
year, then lettering in his last four, and all the while 
remembering to be the student Mrs. Fountain insisted 
he become. Nate graduated with a Bachelor of Business 
Administration with majors in Business and Marketing 
and ultimately decided to return to Matagorda County 
and manage McDonald Equipment Company for 29 
years.
He married Sharyl Opella McDonald (BCHS ’78) in 
1983 and on the last day of 1984 welcomed their first 
child into the world. In May, 1987, his second son was 
born and all was right in the McDonald household until 
September 15, 1989, when their first child drowned and 
survived, but was left a different child than at birth. Neil 
survived for nearly eleven years, but passed away in 
2000. After Neil’s death Nate knew there was a different 
calling for him and was relieved to discover in 2005 that 
it was to run for elected public service.
Nate ran for County Judge in 2006, won his election and 
was sworn in for his first term on January 1, 2007. He is 
now in his fourth term and about to finish his 14th year 
in office as he works tirelessly to build the best rural 
county in Texas. 
None of the above could have happened without the 
upbringing he received from his parents, the coaching, 
teaching and encouragement he received from the afore-
mentioned instructors and the many more who were not 
mentioned, as well as the commitment to education that 
runs deep in the veins of Bay City ISD to this day.
“My most ardent supporter is my wife of 37 years, 
Sharyl, who is by my side at every turn and completed 
me 37 years ago when she said “I do,” he says. “She then 
gave me two sons to love and raise, and we both enjoy 
our now 17-month-old grandson. I am thankful for 
each of them every day and proud to have my young-
est, James (BCHS ’05) back in Matagorda County after 
graduating from Texas A&M University in 2009.
“Thank you to Bay City ISD for making this honor possi-
ble and many thanks to the committee who selected me 
for this. May God bless you all and…go Blackcats.”



Dr. David R. Nelson
BCHS Class of 1967

High School:
Attended Bay City ISD schools from 7-12 grade

Career/Professional:
Graduated in top 10% of his class at Army Flight School
Was co-pilot/gunner of the first Cobra Gunship  to cross 
into Laos in Operation Lam Son 719, earning a Silver Star 
and Purple Heart
Acquired 936 flight hours of combat time, earning the 
Army Commendation with Valor and 34 Air Medals with 
Valor
Graduated second in his class at UT Dental in Houston
In 35 years of orthodontic practice, treated over 14,000 
patients with braces

Activities/Service:
Pro bono dental work at Texas Baptist Children’s home 
in Round Rock and Helping Hand Home for Children in 
Austin
Volunteers at the Central Texas Food Bank and Austin 
Pets Alive
One of the first donors to the BCISD Education Founda-
tion

I barely graduated from BCHS, bottom of the class.  
Classmates have been interested and asked how I was 
able to accomplish what I have considering my HS 
status.  The answer is I am severely dyslexic, to this day 
I cannot spell most words.  Suppressing as it may be, the 
Army is where I learned to learn with my dyslexia. 
After HS completing in 1967, I worked derricks for a 

year on drilling rigs. The next year I went to WCJC and 
in September of 1969 I joined the Army.  I flew Cobras 
(attack helicopter gunships) for 4 years in the Army, a 
year in flight school, a year of which was in Vietnam 
and two years as a Cobra gunship instructor.  During 
the year in Vietnam I was awarded a Silver Star, Purple 
Heart, 34 air medals with Valor as well as a few other 
medals mostly related to serving in Vietnam.  
I left the Army in September of 1973.  In March of 1974 I 
accepted a job flying helicopters in the Canadian arctic.  
It was at this time I decided to go back to college. I had 
my brother (who lived in Houston) enroll me to start 
at U of Houston for the fall semester of 1974.  Follow-
ing UofH I was accepted to University of Texas Dental 
Branch at Houston (UTDB-Houston) where I graduated 
2nd in my class with a DDS.  Following dental school, 
I was accepted into and completed an Orthodontic 
residency program also at UTDB-Houston.   I continued 
to fly helicopters for a 90-day contract for a total of 8 
summers to finance my education.  After my residency I 
worked in Houston two days a week while establishing 
an orthodontic practice in Austin.  
I met my wife in 1986, we have three daughters and 
4 grandchildren.  I practiced orthodontics 35 years, 
retiring a few years ago to follow my hobbies of fly-
ing, restoring vintage Corvettes, mountain biking and 
adventure travel such as Kilimanjaro, Son Doong Cave 
in Vietnam (world’s largest cave), Everest Base Camp as 
well as other remote parts of the world.  

Dr. Garth Oliver
BCHS Class of 1981



Dr. Josh Shield
BCHS Class of 2002

High School:
Honor Student
Varsity Tennis and Soccer 

Career/Professional:
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine at Bay City Veterinary Clin-
ic and Equine Hospital
Member of the Texas Veterinary Medical Association, 
American Veterinary Medical Association, American As-
sociation of Equine Practitioners, American Association of 
Bovine Practitioners and Society for Theriogenology

Activities/Service:
Active member of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Served on Bay City Country Club Board of Directors, 
Matagorda County Fair Holding Pen and the County Fair 
Academic Rodeo judging group
Volunteered for several BCISD programs, including Bridg-
es Transition Program 
Sponsored charity efforts at the Women’s Pregnancy 
Center

High School:
Varsity swimmer

Career/Professional:
Over 25 years in education
Superintendent, Louise ISD
Principal, Pearsall High School (Won Secondary School 
Principal of the Year for 2014-15)
Principal, Hallettsville High School
Assistant Principal, Fort Bend ISD
Assistant Principal, C.E. King High School

Activities/Service:
President, Louise Lions Club
Active in Region III Superintendent’s Council
Built new concession stand for football team
Active in Crossroads Emmaus community
Works on Kairos weekends to minister to inmates at the 
Stephenson Unit in Cuero
Adopted 17-year-old son, Eryc Moss Oliver, from CPS 
Custody

Dr. Garth Oliver is beginning his sixth year as Superin-
tendent of Louise ISD. He earned his Doctorate in Ca-
reer and Technology Education from Clemson Univer-
sity in Clemson, South Carolina, Masters from Gonzaga 
University in Spokane, Washington, and Bachelors from 
Southeast Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri. His first teaching assignment was at Milil-
ani High School on the island of Oahu, Hawaii. He has 
taught at two universities, Clemson University and 
University of Houston, a career and technology center 
in South Carolina, and has been an administrator in 
various roles over the last 15 years. His mother was an 
educator and he has known his whole life that he wanted 
to follow the educator’s path. 
Born in Sweeny, Texas, Garth is a 1981 graduate of Bay 
City High School who transferred to Bay City in the mid-
dle of his 8th grade year. He joined the swim team in his 
Sophomore year and swam through his Senior year. He 
is confident that his education at Bay City High School 
prepared him for the wonderful life that he now lives. 
Garth is married to Monica Weber Oliver from Dick-
inson, Texas and they have an adopted son Eryc Moss 
Oliver. Monica works for CPS and Eryc is entering the 
Air Force basic training in December. 
Dr. Oliver says that he is ever grateful to all of his teach-
ers, principals, custodians, coaches, and Superintendent 
but a few who really continue to stand out as he reviews 
fond memories are; Mrs. Thelma Fountain, Mrs. Gloria 
Brown, Coach Jim Kirchmeier, Mr. Virgil Tanner, Mr. 
OD Gray and Dr. WT Reece.

Dr. Joshua Savage Shield grew up in Bay City, TX. 
He graduated from Bay City High School in 2002. He 
studied Biomedical Science at Texas A&M University and 
received a Bachelors of Science in 2006. In May 2012 he 
graduated veterinary school from Texas A&M Universi-
ty College of Veterinary Medicine. After graduation Dr. 
Shield joined the veterinarian team and began practicing 
veterinary medicine at Bay City Veterinary Clinic and 
Equine Hospital.



Dr. Shield is proud of his family heritage and is the 9th 
generation of his family in Matagorda County. Working 
on his family’s farm and ranch, he discovered his passion 
for working with large animals. He married his high 
school sweetheart Debra Manna in 2007. They now have 
three boys, Hudson, Paxton, and Canon.
He is involved in educational endeavors, and cares about 
providing learning opportunities and guidance to the 
young people of Bay City and greater community.

Chris Townsend
BCHS Class of 1991

High School:
Trumpet player in the Blackcat Band

Career/Professional:
Van Vleck High School Principal
Bay City High School Principal
Band Director at various schools, including Bay City Ju-
nior High, Van Vleck High School, Tidehaven High School 
and Van Vleck Middle School 
2016 Region III Outstanding Principal of the Year at 
BCHS

Activities/Service:
Vestry member, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Volunteer Fireman, Bay City Volunteer Fire Department, 
2002-2006

It’s hard to fully articulate what an honor it is to be con-
sidered as a BCISD Distinguished Alumni. It is humbling 
to be associated with so many past and present honorees 
whom I have long admired, and who possess such amaz-
ing qualities of character, achievement, and profession-
alism. 
When one takes note of the many accomplishments of 
graduates over the course of its history, it becomes abun-
dantly clear that Bay City ISD consistently prepares its 
students to meet and exceed the unique and ever-chang-
ing challenges of life; both professionally and personally. 
Bay City ISD has given more to me that I can ever give 
back. Throughout my lifetime, the students, teachers, 
staff, and administrators have afforded me encourage-
ment, inspiration, friendship, and a top-notch education. 
However, what resonates most deeply with me is that 
I was afforded this honor through one of my former 
students. Her consideration means more to me than the 
award itself. It is that bond, relational capacity, and 
human connection that I hold most dear, and continues 
to motivate and sustain me. 

Greg B. Westmoreland
BCHS Class of 1967

High School: 
Letterman in football and baseball

Career/Professional:
Outstanding Soybean Farmer, 1981; Outstanding Rice 
Farmer, 1998
Matagorda County Judge, 1998-2006
Brock Services -- Site Manager, STP
Manager, Baer Family Ranch

Activities/Service:
Member and Past President, Matagorda County Chapter 
Sons of the Republic of Texas
Past President of Matagorda County Farmers’ Co-Op
Elder of the First Presbyterian Church of Bay City



Past Chairman of the Matagorda County Economic De-
velopment Corporation
Past Chairman of the Houston-Galveston Area Council
Past Chairman of the Matagorda County Juvenile Board, 
Matagorda County EMS Board and Matagorda County 
Insurance Pool Board

I’ll be honest, at my age in high school, I was interested 
in sports and girls and that was about it. I enjoyed it 
very much, I loved playing sports. We were back in the 
good days - good football teams, very proud of all that. 
In fact, my junior year, we went to the quarterfinals 
and lost to Bridge City, but it was a big thrill being on a 
10-2 team. Going to playoffs, that was a big kick.
I loved all the teachers. I didn’t apply myself in high 
school, but I did enough to get out. Coach Haley, of 
course, I remember being scared of him early. Coach 
Sam Maglitto, all those guys were great guys. I enjoyed 
them very much. Mrs. Pontus tried to teach me typing, 
but my fingers were so big I hit two keys at the same 
time. When I got elected judge, I saw Mrs. Pontus at a 
voter forum, and she said, “Greg, these people really 
don’t know you!” Mr. Black used to give us all a hard 
time. Coach EJ Myers used to give us a hard time. The 
Blackcat experience was big and alive. I took great 
pride putting that letterman jacket on. I was voted most 
athletic my senior year, and I was shocked. I think my 
coaches were too.
My wife, Diane, we were high school sweethearts. 
Anyone that says you can’t fall in love with your high 
school sweetheart should look at us. We’ve been married 
50 years, and she’s been a rock in my life. My sons and 
grandchildren, I love them all very much.
It’s been a good life. I’ve done many different things, 
farmed, ranched and of course was county judge. And 
now I’ve been retired for a few years, and I’m enjoying 
that too. 
Oh, and one more thing -- I want to thank our principal, 
Bob Renfro. I’d like to thank him for not kicking me out 
of school. 

Willie Rollins
Hilliard Class of 1967

High School:
1967 Tennis State Champion
Varsity Basketball and Football 

Career/Professional:
Professional Recruiter with Harris County Hospital 
District
Founded Tu-Son Service Company in 1986, a landscap-
ing company

Activities/Service:
Led efforts to end dormitory segregation at University of 
North Texas
Co-founded UNT African-American Student Union
Led efforts to name a Fort Bend ISD school after Arizona 
Fleming, a civil rights leader
Led initiative to retain Houston Community college as 
the higher education provider in Fort Bend County
Led efforts to have Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday 
recognized as a Matagorda County holiday
Founded Boys and Girls Club in Bay City

Although I excelled in both basketball and football 
where I made the varsity in both sports as a freshman, 
tennis was the sport that would later define my young 
adult life. I taught myself to play the game by hitting 
balls against the outside brick wall of the Hilliard Gym-
nasium hours at a time. I would sometimes walk from 
the Southend to the USO to play pick-up games on the 
tennis courts. The courts there were made of concrete 
and had a smooth surface, unlike the asphalt surface of 
the Hilliard Tennis Courts. Sometimes on asphalt, the 
ball would take a bounce you could never anticipate. 
There was an African-American professional tennis 
player named Arthur Ashe who became my inspiration. 
After finishing college in 1971, I became an assistant 
teaching pro at the McLeland Tennis Center in Fort 
Worth in the summer of 1971. It was there, a year later, 
that I first met Mr. Ashe up close and personal. Each 
year the Colonial Country Club would host the World 
Championship of Tennis and Arthur Ashe, along with 
other professionals of the day such as Ken Rosewall, 
Rod Laver and Stan Smith, would come to Colonial for 
the tournament. I never missed that tournament as a 
spectator. 
In 1972 while in Fort Worth for the tournament, Arthur 
Ashe came to the McLeland Tennis Center to conduct a 
tennis clinic. This was my first meeting with the man 
who was now my idol. I received the thrill of my life 
when he asked me to restring one of the half-dozen 
rackets that had a broken string. During our brief con-
versation he asked me, “Why don’t you start a National 



Junior Tennis League?”
I had never heard of the National Junior Tennis League. He 
explained that it was a tennis program designed to intro-
duce inner-city kids to the game of tennis. The program 
was sponsored by the Coca-Cola Bottling Company and he 
was one of their spokesman. Six months later, Fort Worth 
had its first National Junior Tennis League conducted at the 
Sycamore Park Tennis Courts provided by the Fort Worth 
Parks and Recreation Department. In 1975, Arthur Ashe be-
came the first African-American male to win at Wimbledon. 
Wimbledon was and still is the most prestigious tournament 
on the professional circuit.
I like to think that he won with the racket I had restrung 
three years earlier. 

Congratulations to our 2020 Bay 
City ISD Distinguished Alumni! 
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2018
Dwayne Alexander

BCHS Class of 1979

Larry J. Bose
BCHS Class of 1965

Simon Desoto
BCHS Class of 1973

Taylor Evans
BCHS Class of 1964

Diana Kovar Frankson
BCHS Class of 1972

Billy Mann 
BCHS Class of 1956

Arthur J. Milberger
BCHS Class of 1968

Helen Cates “Boo” Neary
BCHS Class of 1936

Eddie Foster Roberts, Sr.
Hilliard High Class of 1940

Pete Sardelich, Jr.
BCHS Class of 1977

Tiffany G. Saunders
BCHS Class of 1996

Bryan Elmo Simons, Jr., MD
BCHS Class of 1955

Mike Williamson
BCHS Class of 1956

Hope Cano Baker
BCHS Class of 1973

Dr. Jannell Bennett
BCHS Class of 1977

Larry W. Harrison
BCHS Class of 1968

Suzette E. Selden
BCHS Class of 1998

Helen Dale Cole Simons
BCHS Class of 1963

Barbara Broughton Sliva
BCHS Class of 1960

Kristi Sliva Thibaut
BCHS Class of 1982

Dr. Randy Volkmer
BCHS Class of 1982

Roosevelt Smith
Hilliard Class of 1965

SSG Marshall Whitely, Jr. 
Hilliard Class of 1950

Robert J. “Bobby” Wilkinson, Jr.
BCHS Class of 1970

Forrest Bess
BCHS Class of 1929

Mike Bricker
BCHS Class of 1971

Meyer Denn
BCHS Class of 1980

John C. Dickerson III
BCHS Class of 1974

Mike Griffith
BCHS Class of 1976

Lawrence Kalinec
BCHS Class of 1961

Dr. Jill Beatty Lednicky
BCHS Class of 1991

Donald J. Sherwood
BCHS Class of 1972

Dr. Ronald T. Sherwood
BCHS Class of 1972

Dr. John C. Stansell
BCHS Class of 1961

Joe Ruben Tanguma II
BCHS Class of 1993

Cheryl Dehnam Conley
BCHS Class of 1990

Dr. Marie Kalinec Dalton
BCHS Class of 1960

Canya E. Dawson
BCHS Class of 1988

Max Epstein
BCHS Class of 1969

James M. “Jim” Frankson
BCHS Class of 1971

Ellen Webb Halbert
BCHS Class of 1961

Roland Rodriguez
BCHS Class of 1971

Charles R. Slone 
BCHS Class of 1949

2016 2014 2012
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Carey Scott Evans
BCHS Class of 1977

Col. (Ret) Howard Ham, Jr.
BCHS Class of 1959

Dr. Debra M. Miller-Hill
BCHS Class of 1968

Patti (Lyle) Johnson
BCHS Class of 1964

Dr. Mary Ella Montague
BCHS Class of 1940

Dwaye Opella, Lt. Col, USAF
BCHS Class of 1980

Frank C. Parker
BCHS Class of 1973

Most Rev. Ricardo Ramirez, C.S.B.
BCHS Class of 1955

Larry Sedlacek
BCHS Class of 1971

John Sherrer 
BCHS Class of 1960

Richard D. Smith
BCHS Class of 1966

Richard Walton
BCHS Class of 1969

Lee Edward Baca
BCHS Class of 1956

George R. Harrison
BCHS Class of 1978

L. William Heligbrodt
BCHS Class of 1959

Cheryl Roberts Owens
BCHS Class of 1972

Lee R. Polk
BCHS Class of 1959

Mark Seaman
BCHS Class of 1984

Haskell L. Simon
BCHS Class of 1949

Doyle R. Simons
BCHS Class of 1982

Emma J. Crainer Tanner
BCHS Class of 1950

Dr. Crayden Dennard
BCHS Class of 1971

The Hon. Craig Estlinbaum
BCHS Class of 1980

Charles J. Martinez
BCHS Class of 1945

Helen De Los Santos Mata
BCHS Class of 1958

Steven Elliot Reis 
BCHS Class of 1972

D. Kirk Shadder
BCHS Class of 1969

Dr. Robert S. Wainner
BCHS Class of 1981

Brig. Gen. Edwin J. Arnold Jr.
BCHS Class of 1967

Dr. Barbara Jo Powers Baethe
BCHS Class of 1967

Dr. Judith Martin Cadore
BCHS Class of 1976

Dr. Ira J. Chasnoff 
BCHS Class of 1965

The Honorable John Paul Davis
Hilliard Class of 1958

Dr. Fred Taylor Matthes
BCHS Class of 1948

Lt. Gen. Steven R. Polk
BCHS Class of 1964

Maj. Gen. Claude W. Reinke
BCHS Class of 1961

Rozanne Krumholz Rosenthal
BCHS Class of 1970

Thelma D. Brown Smith
Hilliard Class of 1945

Jesse Southall, Jr., USN
Hilliard Class of 1961

D.R. “Tom” Uher
Former State Representative

Speaker Pro-Tem/Dean
BCHS Class of 1956

2006

2010 2008 2007



Distinguished Alumni 
Committee Members

Muriel Buckner
Amanda Carlin
Tony Doubek

Ray Garcia
Tara Hayes
Bob Klepac

Barbara Sliva

Nominations for the BCISD Distinguished Alumnus award are accepted on an 
ongoing basis. 

Pick up nomination forms at the BCISD Administration Building, online at 
the Communications Department website at www.bcblackcats.net, or contact 

gmcgalliard@baycityisd.org. 

Blackcat Fight Never Dies!


